
 
 
B R I G H T O N  C O M M U N I T Y  C U R C H                        
B R I G H T O N . O R G . S G  

  



 
    
 

1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a 
dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while 
Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with 
him. 3 Then Mary took about half a litre of pure nard, an 
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his 
feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance 
of the perfume. 
 
4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to 
betray him, objected, 5 ‘Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the 
money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.’ 6 He did 
not say this because he cared about the poor but because he 
was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help 
himself to what was put into it. 
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 #1.  
 DECEPTION 

5 Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the 
poor? It was worth a year’s wages.’ 6 He did not say this 
because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; 
as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what 
was put into it. 
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21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he 
said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
 
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he 
had great wealth.  
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 #2.  
 CORRUPTION 

27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. So 
Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But 
no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to 
him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought 
Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the 
festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas 
had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.  
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3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled 
your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept 
for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it 
was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you 
think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human 
beings but to God.”  
 
5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great 
fear seized all who heard what had happened. 
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 #3. 
 DOMINATION 

3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was 
condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 “I 
have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.”  
 
“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 
 
5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he 
went away and hanged himself. 
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7 ‘Two things I ask of you, Lord; 
    do not refuse me before I die: 
8 keep falsehood and lies far from me; 
    give me neither poverty nor riches, 
    but give me only my daily bread. 
9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you 
    and say, “Who is the Lord?” 
Or I may become poor and steal, 
    and so dishonour the name of my God.  
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1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a 
dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while 
Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him.  
 
3 Then Mary took about half a litre of pure nard, an expensive 
perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with 
her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the 
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DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS 

 
 
 

1. Share a time when making or keeping money 
caused you to neglect something or someone 
that mattered more? 

 
 
 
 
 
  

2. In what ways have you seen the pursuit of 
money change someone's character over time? 
How do you see any of these tendencies in 
yourself? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Proverbs 30 warns that having too much can 
cause us to disown God. Where in your life do 
you notice that money has made you feel less 
dependent on God? What is one thing you can 
do to dethrone money and reorder your life 
around God instead? 

 
 

 


