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5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, © who gave himself as a
ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the
proper time. 7 And for this purpose | was appointed a herald
and an apostle - | am telling the truth, | am not lying - and a
true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, ‘Go! This man is my chosen
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings
and to the people of Israel. 16| will show him how much he
must suffer for my name.’

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. ‘What is it, Lord?’ he asked.
The angel answered, ‘Your prayers and gifts to the poor have
come up as a memorial offering before God. > Now send men
to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called
Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by
the sea.’

A. PEOPLE CONNECT US TO GOD - STEPHEN
HELPED PAUL SEE GOD

55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. %6 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘| see heaven open and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.’



57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their
voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” 0 Then he fell on his knees and cried out,
‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this,
he fell asleep.

1 And Saul approved of their Kkilling him.

B. PEOPLE CONNECT US TO OUR CALLING -
ANANIAS HELPED PAUL KNOW HIS
ASSIGNMENT

10 ““What shall | do, Lord?” | asked.

“Get up,” the Lord said, “and go into Damascus. There you will
be told all that you have been assigned to do.” 11 My
companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the
brilliance of the light had blinded me.

12‘A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout
observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living
there. 13 He stood beside me and said, “Brother Saul, receive
your sight!” And at that very moment | was able to see him.

14 “Then he said: “The God of our ancestors has chosen you to
know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words
from his mouth. 13You will be his witnhess to all people of what
you have seen and heard.

C. PEOPLE CONNECT US TO OUR DESTINY -
BARNABAS HELPED PAUL BECOME A LEADER

26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples,



but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was
a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the
Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in
Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.

9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia
standing and begging him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help
us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to
leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to
preach the gospel to them.

#1.
THE MAN SPOKE GOD’S WORD TO PAUL

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and
the message is heard through the word about Christ.

#2.

THE MAN ENCOURAGED PAUL

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on
towards love and good deeds, 2°not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging

one another - and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.

#3.
THE MAN REMINDED PAUL OF HIS CALLING

5| am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, | am
persuaded, now lives in you also.

6 For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God,



which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the
Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power,
love and self-discipline.

#4.
THE MAN BELIEVED IN PAUL’S ABILITY

27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He
told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that
the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had
preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.

#5.
THE MAN CONNECTED PAUL TO OTHERS

14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshipper
of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s
message. 15 When she and the members of her household
were baptised, she invited us to her home. ‘If you consider me
a believer in the Lord,” she said, ‘come and stay at my house.’
And she persuaded us.



