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HOW CAN?

3. HOW CAN GOD ALLOW
SUFFERING?
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18 | consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 1° For the
creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to
be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration,
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected
it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of
the children of God.

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in
the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only
so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship,
the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved.
But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what
they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet
have, we wait for it patiently.

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will
of God.

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified;
those he justified, he also glorified.

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God
is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his
own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
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with him, graciously give us all things?

1ST POSSIBILITY:
GOD DOES NOT EXIST

23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to
sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we
were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes
for what they already have? 2° But if we hope for what we do
not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

2ND POSSIBILITY:
GOD DOES NOT CARE

14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had
compassion on them and healed those who were ill.

12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being
carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.
And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the
Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God
is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his
own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things?
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3RD POSSIBILITY:
GOD’S WAYS ARE HIGHER THAN OURS

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21
that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children
of God.

36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they were
sawn in two; they were Killed by the sword. They went about in
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and ill-
treated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered
In deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the
ground. 392 These were all commended for their faith, yet none
of them received what had been promised, 4° since God had
planned something better for us so that only together with us
would they be made perfect.

1Then Job replied to the Lord:
2 “l know that you can do all things;
no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without
knowledge?’
Surely | spoke of things | did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know.
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1. How does suffering make people doubt God?
Explain why suffering in fact points us to the
reality of God.

2. Share about how suffering (your own or others’)
has caused you to be upset with God. Why do
you think you responded that way?

3. Are you (or someone you know) experiencing
suffering? How should we respond to it in a way
which will strengthen our faith and honour God?
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