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10 When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer
of peace. 11 If they accept and open their gates, all the people
in it shall be subject to forced labour and shall work for you. 12
If they refuse to make peace and they engage you in battle, lay
siege to that city. 13 When the Lord your God delivers it into
your hand, put to the sword all the men in it. 14 As for the
women, the children, the livestock and everything else in the
city, you may take these as plunder for yourselves. And you
may use the plunder the Lord your God gives you from your
enemies. 15 This is how you are to treat all the cities that are
at a distance from you and do not belong to the nations nearby.

16 However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is
giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that
breathes. 17 Completely destroy them—the Hittites, Amorites,
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—as the Lord your
God has commanded you. 18 Otherwise, they will teach you to
follow all the detestable things they do in worshipping their
gods, and you will sin against the Lord your God.

#1.
LITERARY CONTEXT

16 However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is
giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that
breathes.

4050 Joshua subdued the whole region, including the hill
country, the Negev, the western foothills and the mountain
slopes, together with all their kings. He left no survivors. He

BRIGHTON COMMUNITY CHURCH 2
BRIGHTON.ORG.SG



totally destroyed all who breathed, just as the Lord, the God of
Israel, had commanded.

9 After that, Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites
living in the hill country, the Negev and the western foothills. 10
They advanced against the Canaanites living in Hebron
(formerly called Kiriath Arba) and defeated Sheshai, Ahiman
and Talmai. 11 From there they advanced against the people
living in Debir (formerly called Kiriath Sepher).

#2.
LIMITED COMMAND

15 This is how you are to treat all the cities that are at a distance
from you and do not belong to the nations nearby. 1 However,
in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is giving you as
an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes.

15 You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be
buried at a good old age. 1% In the fourth generation your
descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites
has not yet reached its full measure.” 17 When the sun had set
and darkness had fallen, a smoking brazier with a blazing
torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On that day
the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your
descendants | give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the
great river, the Euphrates— 1° the land of the Kenites,
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21
Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”
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#3.
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS

17 Completely destroy them—the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—as the Lord your God has
commanded you.

21 “Naked | came from my mother’'s womb,
and naked | shall depart.

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away;
may the name of the Lord be praised.”

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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1. Have God’s commands in the Old Testament to
completely destroy entire populations troubled
you? Why or why not?

2. What have you learnt about God’s holiness and
purpose from the message on genocide?

3. How will you feel if you learn tomorrow that you
or your loved one is about to die soon? In the
light of God’s word, how should we view our
time here on earth, and live it out differently,
from the rest of the world?
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